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Music development plan summary: 
Woodcote Primary School  

All schools should have a music development plan from academic year 2023-24. 

Schools are expected to publish a summary of their plan on their website from 

academic year 2024-25.  

This template is designed to support schools to produce the summary. It should set out 

how the school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music, co-

curricular music and musical experiences, taking into account the key features in the 

national plan for music education:  

• timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year 

for key stages 1 to 3 

• access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice 

• a school choir or vocal ensemble 

• a school ensemble, band or group 

• space for rehearsals and individual practice 

• a termly school performance 

• opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year 

The summary should reflect your school’s music provision for the given school year 

and your plans for subsequent years. It should also refer to any existing partnership 

with your local music hub or other music education organisations that supports the 

school with music provision.  

Before publishing your completed summary, delete the advice in this template along 

with this text box. 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2023-2024 

Date this summary was published Summer 2024 

Date this summary will be reviewed Summer 2025 

Name of the school music lead Emily Little  

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

 

Name of local music hub  Croydon Schools of Music and 
Arts 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education/
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This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

Your school should already publish the school curriculum for music for each year group 

online. This should also include how you are increasing access for disabled pupils and 

supporting pupils with special educational needs (SEND). Include a link to this 

information in this summary. For more, see the school information guidance on 

curriculum and on SEND for maintained schools and for academies and free schools.  

If not included in your published school curriculum information, set out how time per 

week is allocated for curriculum music for each key stage and term (or each half-term) 

of the academic year.  

Curriculum Overview:  

Music:  

‘Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity.’ – The National 

Curriculum. 

At Woodcote Primary, we aim to ensure we are providing a musical curriculum that allows all children 

the opportunity to develop the skills outlined in the National Curriculum and their knowledge of 

musical cultures and developments from across the globe. Music is taught from Nursery to Year 6 by a 

specialist music teacher.  

Aim:  

The National curriculum for music states that the aims for Music education in Primary Schools are:   

• For children to have the opportunity to perform, listen to, analysis and evaluate music from 

across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including studying the works 

of great composers and musicians.  

• Children to learn to sing, to have the opportunity to play and learn a musical instrument, to 

compose their own pieces of music independently and within a group and to use technology 

appropriately to enhance their own compositions and to learn how to edit and manipulate mu-

sic.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/what-maintained-schools-must-publish-online
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/what-academies-free-schools-and-colleges-should-publish-online
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• For children to develop an understanding of how music is created, produce and communicated 

using the inter-related musical dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, 

structure and appropriate musical notations. 

Scheme of Curriculum  

Ensuring the high quality of teaching of music is a priority at Woodcote Primary School and therefore, 

we have a bespoke curriculum that has been written by the specialist music teacher in line with the rest 

of the academy and is enhanced through learning links with our IPC Curriculum. To ensure progression, 

the curriculum has been written alongside the Kapow Primary Scheme from Music, the scheme of work 

that was previously in use.  

The curriculum focuses on ensuring all children develop the skills, knowledge and understanding 

needed to become confident performers, composers and listeners. By exposing the pupil’s to a wide 

range of music from around the world and across generations, their knowledge is further developed 

and allows them to appreciate and build respect for different cultures, traditions, and communities. 

The curriculum enables pupils to reach the end of key stage attainment targets outlined in the National 

Curriculum, including performing, listening and appraising, historical context, inter-related dimensions 

of music and composition.  

Planning 

Each half term, every year group focuses on one of the inter-related dimensions of music, building on 

previous year’s knowledge and explaining how the focus fits within a piece of music as a whole. The 

pupil’s also have the opportunity to use their skills of performance (singing and playing tuned and 

untuned instruments), improvising and composing as well as using their critical thinking skills to 

respond to music across the topic and build upon their knowledge and understanding.  

The learning is designed for the children to be active and involved as well as providing them with the 

opportunity to develop their critical thinking skills, and in Key Stage 2 (Year 3 – Year 6) they are 

provided with opportunities to reflect and respond to their own compositions. They are taught how to 

notate their own musical compositions as well as developing an understanding of the history and 

cultural context of music.  

The curriculum also provides the children the opportunity to develop skills that are transferable across 

other subjects including: listening skills, teamwork, leadership, creative thinking, problem-solving, 

decision-making and presentation/ performance skills. These skills support their development as 

learners and can be applied throughout their lives beyond school. 

The knowledge of the specialist teacher, ensures that appropriate terminology is accessed within each 

lesson and recapped throughout the pupil’s time at school. The lessons are planned to support the 

pupil’s progression and to challenge them further, where appropriate; follow the structure of the TPA 

teaching model, ensuring consistency with the structure of other lessons, to reduce the cognitive load 

of the pupils throughout their school day.  

Assessment 
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Formative assessment is ongoing and is against the clear lesson objectives. At the end of the year, 

teachers are required to report for parent’s attainment and effort in Music. 
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SEND Provision:  

Teaching and Learning:  

 

Sound and light issues:  Grouping pupils  

TA aware of focus groups.  
Language is clear, unambiguous, and accessible.   
Key words, meanings and symbols are highlighted, explained, and written up, 
or available in some other way.  
Visual clues available − such as the use of symbols − by using larger print, col-
our codes, multi-sensory reinforcement, and a greater emphasis on aural 
memory skills.  
Questions are prepared in different styles/levels for different pupils − careful 
preparation ensures all pupils have opportunities to answer open-ended ques-
tions.  
Encouragement to use their voices expressively and to use different forms of 
communication − such as gesture − to compensate for difficulties when singing 
and speaking.  
Pupils with communication impairments are given: " time to think about ques-
tions before being required to respond.  
Opportunities to learn about music through physical contact with an instrument 
and/or sound source where they are unable to hear sounds clearly or at all.   
Demonstrate co-ordination of instrument skills clearly.  
Access to adapted instruments or ICT to overcome difficulties with mobility or 
manipulative skills.  
Set suitable learning challenges. Respond to pupils’ diverse learning needs. 
Overcome potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and 
groups of pupils.   
Choose objectives for pupils with SEN and/or disabilities that are different from 
those of the rest of the group, if appropriate.  
Modify the curriculum to remove barriers so all pupils meet the same objec-
tives.  

Provide ear defenders when necessary.  
Background noise and reverberation are 
reduced.  
Glare is reduced.  
Pupils use hearing and low vision aids, 
where necessary.  
Video presentations have subtitles for 
deaf or hearing-impaired pupils and 
those with communication difficulties, 
where required.  
 
Resources:  
Clearly labelled.  
Easy to reach / handle.  
 

 

 

All forms of pupil grouping in-
clude pupils with SEN and/or 
disabilities.   
Manageable mixed ability 
grouping or pairing is the norm, 
except when carefully planned 
for a particular purpose.   
Sequence of groupings is out-
lined for pupils.   
The transition from whole class 
to group or independent work, 
and back, is clearly signalled. 
This is particularly helpful for 
pupils on the autistic spectrum.  

 

 

Also consider including: 

• whether your school music curriculum is informed by the model music 

curriculum (March 2021), non-statutory guidance for teaching music from Key 

Stages 1 to 3 or any other published curriculum guidance.  

• a brief summary of the opportunities pupils have to learn to sing or play an 

instrument during lesson time, such as through whole-class ensemble teaching 

in some or all year groups.  

• information on any partnerships the school has to support curriculum music, 

such as with your local music hub or other music education organisations. If you 

are a music hub lead school, you can refer to this here.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-music-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teaching-music-in-schools
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Part B: Co-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

Start with what music tuition your school offers outside of what is taught in lesson time, 

including one-to-one, small-group and large-group tuition for instruments or voice.  

Set out what ensembles that pupils can join outside of what is taught in lesson time, 

such as choirs or vocal ensembles, as well as instrumental ensembles, bands and 

groups, and other forms of music-making.   

Set out how pupils can make progress in music outside of lesson time, including 

instrument loans, weekend, after-school or holiday provision such as Saturday music 

centres, and any qualifications or awards pupils can achieve.  

Also consider including:  

• what instruments are offered, charging and remissions information, and if the 

tuition is subsidised or free, including for parents or carers in particular 

circumstances (e.g. pupil premium eligibility).  

• how pupils can join choirs or ensembles and from which year groups, charging 

and remissions information, and if the tuition is subsidised or free, including for 

parents or carers in particular circumstances (e.g. pupil premium eligibility). 

• information on where pupils can rehearse or practice individually or in groups.   

Draw on information of any partnerships the school has to support co-curricular music, 

such as with your local music hub or other music education organisations.  

Alternative titles for Part B could be ‘Extra-curricular music’ or ‘Music tuition, choirs 

and ensembles’. 

 

Enrichment  

To further enhance the musical enrichment at Woodcote, the children are provided with a Pupil 

Passport, which ensures that by the end of Key Stage 2 they should have learnt how to play an 

instrument and have the opportunity to see a live show. We offer extra-curricular opportunities for 

children including a choir for Key Stage 1, Lower Key Stage 2 and Upper Key Stage 2, Ukulele club and a 

recorder club. To enhance the development of singing technique across the school, we will be 

providing a weekly singing assembly for all children. We also have tuition for violin, piano, guitar and 
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we have iRock which offers an opportunity to perform in a band. Across each phase we teach recorder 

in Key Stage 1, Glockenspiel in Lower Key Stage 2 and Ukulele in Upper Key Stage 2.  

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

Set out what musical experiences are planned for the academic year, including regular 

events such as singing in assembly, musical performances, concerts and shows at the 

school, and trips to concerts outside of the school. 

For musical performances, concerts and shows in and out of schools, include how 

pupils get involved and from which year groups, whether pupils are participating or are 

members of the audience.  

Also consider including: 

• charging information, and if events are subsidised or free, including for parents 

or carers in particular circumstances (e.g. pupil premium eligibility). 

Draw on information of any partnerships the school has to support musical 

experiences, such as with your local music hub, music education organisations, music 

organisations or musicians. 

Alternative titles for Part C could be ‘Musical events’ or ‘Musical performances’. 

 

Musical Events and Performances  

• UKS2 choir – Young Voices at the O2  

• CSMA Infants Choir – KS1 choir  

• Summer fair and Christmas Fair performances  

• Woodcote Primary Choir Concert  

• Nursery – Christmas show 

• Reception – Christmas Show  

• Year 1 – Christmas Show  

• Year 2 – End of Year show  

• Year 3 – Christmas Show  

• Year 4 – Arts Evening  

• Year 5 – Shakespeare performance – which included music  

• Year 6 – End of year show  
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In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

Use this space to include any information on any improvements you plan to make for 

subsequent years in curriculum music, co-curricular music or musical experiences, 

including when you plan to introduce changes.  

Also consider including: 

• any information that relates to the 7 features of high-quality music provision (see 

the text box at the beginning of the template), such as increasing lesson time to 

one hour a week each term, introducing the teaching of new instruments or 

having a termly school performance. 

Objectives from Action Plan:  
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The above shows how the points of the action plan are developed.  

Further information (optional) 

Use this space to provide any further information about your school’s music 

development plan, including links to your local music hub partners, other local music 

education organisations and contacts.  

The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how 

they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for 

support beyond the school.  

Your local music hub should also have a local plan for music education in place from 

September 2024 that should include useful information.  

If your school is part of a multi-academy trust with a trust-wide music development 

plan, you may also want to include a link to any published information on this plan. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/MusicEducationHubs#section-1

